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"In the later nineteenth century, there was a 
series of disastrous crop failures in India leading 
not only to starvation but to epidemics. Most 
were regional, but the death toll could be huge. 
Thus, to take only some of the worst famines for 
which the death rate is known, some 800,000 
died in the North West Provinces, Punjab, and 
Rajasthan in 1837–38; perhaps 2 million in the 
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same region in 1860–61; nearly a million in 
different areas in 1866–67; 4.3 million in widely 
spread areas in 1876–78, an additional 1.2 
million in the North West Provinces and 
Kashmir in 1877–78; and, worst of all, over 5 
million in a famine that affected a large 
population of India in 1896–97. In 1899–1900 
more than a million were thought to have died, 
conditions being worse because of the shortage 
of food following the famines only two years 
earlier. Thereafter the only major loss of life 
through famine was in 1943 under exceptional 
wartime conditions.1" 

                                                           
1   Fieldhouse, David (1996), "For Richer, for Poorer?", in Marshall, 
P. J. (ed.), The Cambridge Illustrated History of the British Empire, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Pp. 400, pp. 108–146, 
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4 New Zealand Defence Force – The War Medal 1939–45 (Access date 19 April 2024) 
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